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SHE HAS THE FACTS 


SNIFTEEN YEARS of research 
Science of Seeing, the basis of Better Light — 
Better Sight. And the results have been amazing. 


resulted in the 


In two years, more than 4,000,000 new lamps, designed 
for better seeing, have been put into service — each 
one requiring at least 100 watts. Furthermore, the use 
of the larger sight-saving Mazpa lamps has increased 
much faster during the last year than the average 
for all lamps. 

The greater part of the work of promoting the bene- 
fits of better light has been done by 2,700 power- 
company Home Lighting Advisers, each one of whom 
averaged, last year, two and one-half calls a day, or 
a total of 1,600, calls. And what made these calls 
so effective? Ask any one of your Home Lighting 
Advisers. Ask her what the Science of Seeing means 


to her. You'll find her enthusiastic. She understands 
the facts and can explain exactly how inadequate 
lighting strains the eyes, jangles the nerves, and 
affects the health. She knows that good lighting helps 
correct these ills—that she is not only building loaé, 
but is making happy, healthy, and enthusiastic users 
of electricity. 


We sincerely believe that the facts discovered by ou! 
people at Nela Park have enabled the industry ‘ 
take an important step forward, through increased 
lighting load—and through the building of custome! 
good will. May we ‘suggest that you look upon thi 
dividend that you obtai 
measure chiefly through your purchase of Gener 
Electric equipment. 
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Decision of Federal Judge Julian 
W. Mack that Electric Bond & Share 
Company and twenty-one affiliated 
companies must register with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
under Section 4 (a) and conform to 
Section 5 of the public utility act is 
expected to reach the United States 
Supreme Court for final determina- 
tion, probably some time this spring. 


Both the utility and the S.E.C. have 


Court Rules That Utilities Must 
Register With S.E.C. Under Act 


Federal Judge Mack upholds contention of government on constitu- 
tionality of registration provisions — Declares sections are separable 
—Landis hails decision as industry prepares to continue fight 


Judge Mack also paved the way for 
reopening the suits of American 
Water Works & Electric Company and 
the North American Company against 
the S.E.C. for a full determination of 
the constitutionality of the utility act 
as a whole. The Supreme Court had 
remanded the suits back to the lower 
court in the District of Columbia, in 
dicating that they should be held up 
pending the decision of Judge Mack. 


an adjudication of the “death 
tence” section and other features of 
the act held to be objectionable and 
unworkable. 

During the litigation the utilities 
contended that registration with the 
S.E.C., as provided in the act, would 
deprive them of the right to contest 
the validity of the other provisions 
of the act. The government argued 
that because the utilities had failed to 
register they had no standing in the 
court. 


sen- 


Legal rights 
On this point Judge Mack said that 


“any doubt as to this is clearly dis- 
pelled by a rule of the commission, 
issued pursuant to its rule-making 
power under the act, which permits 
registration with an express reserva- 


indicated their intentions that there It is expected that these suits will fol- tion of any constitutional or legal 
should be no delay in reaching an _ low normal procedure. In this event, rights, and further provides that if 
early determination. it is believed points not covered such reservation shall be judicially 

R. Inch, president of Electric the government’s “test” suit against adjudged invalid, the registration 


Bond & Share, declared that attorneys 


Electric Bond & Share will be brought 


shall be voidable at the option of the 


ands @ ‘or the company are studying the de- before the courts. registrant.” 
uate M™ ‘sion of Judge Mack and as yet have The government and the S.E.C. Judge Mack pointed out that the 
and ( %t reached a decision as to what brought suit against Electric Bond & Congress had written the principle of 
elps ction the company will take. Share and the other twenty-one de- separability into the act, which he 
had oui: ernie fe ndants on November 26, 1935, at a said could be rebutted by showing 
es time when practically every major that standing alone the registration 
— _ James M. Landis, chairman of the utility holding company was filing provisions did not constitute a work- 
SEC, hailed the decision of Judge suits to enjoin the enforcement of able law to which legal effect could 
Mack and said that the utilities which — the act. be given, or by evidence that Congress 
‘out @ sought to avoid the provisions of Judge Mack confined his ruling to did not intend them to stand if the 

y rs act “cut their own throats just the narrow limits of the registration others fell. 
oased for the pleasure of following their provisions of the act as argued by In his opinion Judge Mack wrote, 
vidi lawyers’ advice.” He said continua- the government. He ruled that the after citing Associate Justice Cardozo 
+ this = of the fight was preventing the provisions of the act are separable of the Supreme Court to support him, 
et i from carrying on huge re- and that they may stand or fall indi- that “it seems clear, and indeed does 
aia funding operations. vidually without wrecking the entire not appear seriously to be contested, 


he concensus in the utility com- 
munity is that the case undoubtedly 
will be appealed. The decision of 


ee 


act. Because the court limited itself 
to the validity of the registration pro- 
visions the utilities failed to obtain 


that the registration provisions in and 
of themselves could constitute a work- 
able regulatory device through the 
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publicity that may be given to the 
extensive information which regis- 
tered holding companies must file pur- 
suant to Section 5, especially when 
supplemented by the periodical re- 
ports pursuant to Section 13 (g) and 
14.” 

The court also added that “the 
mere statement of some of the evil 
practices engaged in by some public 
utility holding companies, as found 
by the Federal Trade Commission in 
its investigation, upon which, in part. 
the act is recited to be based, suf- 
fices to demonstrate that publicity of 
that financial information which is 
now seldom made public will tend 
to mitigate and perhaps to eliminate 
at least some of those abuses. Stu- 
dents of public utility holding com- 
pany regulation have recognized that 
enforced publicity would materially 
aid as a correction measure in elimi- 
nating abuses.” 


Powers of Congress 


It was also ruled by the court that 
“there is no doubt of the power of 
Congress to regulate the rate of elec- 
tric energy and gas sold in interstate 
commerce.” The court denied that 
there was a violation of the Fifth 
Amendment of the Constitution. 

Discussing Judge Mack’s decision, 
Mr. Landis said that “we saw this 
controversy coming to a head prior 
to December 1. 1935, and we pleaded 
with the utilities to localize the issue. 
We urged them to register and said 
that if they found the operation of 
the act hurt them or impaired their 
rights they could go to court and 
raise the constitutional issue.” 

The decision in the American States 
Public Service Company case, in 
which the Baltimore court held the 
utility act unconstitutional, Mr. Lan- 
dis said, was a “trumped up” case 
which was thrown out by the Supreme 
Court. 

Because the American Water Works 
& Electric and North American suits 
against the utility act are considered 
most favorable to the utilities, govern- 
ment strategists are preparing to rush 
the Electric Bond & Share case to the 
Supreme Court before any others find 
their way there. 

While the S.E.C. considers the fil- 
ing of registration by Northern States 
Power as breaking the ranks of the 
industry in opposition to the act, 
there are no outward signs that any 
of the other major holding companies 


will abandon their fight. 
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Utilities Battle Floodwaters 
to Maintain Electric Service 


Fight against desperate odds as rising tide inundates wide area, leaving 
untold damage to stricken communities — Electrical manufacturer 
rush supplies and equipment — Service being restored gradually 


Public utility operators fought des- 
perately against terrific odds during 
the past week to maintain electric serv- 
ice in the face of record floods and, 
as the water gradually receded, started 
rehabilitation to restore service to the 
stricken communities, which had suf- 
fered untold damages. 

Heroically top executives and crews 
of workers remained on the job to 
fight the floodwaters and keep genera- 
tors humming to supply the much- 
needed electricity to the devastated 
areas. More fortunate utilities ren- 
dered all possible assistance with sup- 
plies of equipment and _ interconnec- 
tions to meet the power demands 
made on the crippled plants. 


Maintained service 


A. B. Brown, chief engineer of 
Southern Indiana Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, subsidiary of Commonwealth & 
Southern, and his crew barricaded 
in the Evansville, Ind., 
steam plant, as floodwaters rose 36 
feet above the basement floor, and 
continued uninterrupted electric serv- 
ice in the face of dangerous odds. 

Reports from other flood-stricken 
communities paid high tribute to util- 
ity operators who stuck to their posts 
to keep plants operating. 


themselves 


Dover, Tenn., reports renewed elec. 
tric service after being without it {o; 
a few days. Memphis was guarding 
against rising waters and_ providing 
for refugees from stricken areas, 
Cairo, Ill.; New Madrid, Mo., and 
Paducah, Ky., were still under wate 
and utility service was disrupted 
However, plans were being made ty 
restore service as the waters recede, 
Partial service has been restored to 
Paducah. Some of the larger cities 
in the Ohio Valley of Kentucky have 
suffered with impaired electric sery- 
ice, 


Equipment shipped 


Electrical manufacturers joined in 
the herculean task of the utilities to 
speed restoration of electric service by 
rushing shipments of distribution 
transformers and other equipment into 
the distressed areas. 

Robert Montgomery, vice-president 
of Louisville Gas & Electric, stated 
that it would take ten days to three 
weeks to resume normal electric serv: 
ice in sections of the city. When the 
Riverside station fires were flooded 
the plant went out of commission. 
Transformers were set up at Lyndor, 
Ky., east of the city, on high ground, 
and current from Dix River and other 


© M. Parks Watson 


COLUMBIA STATION—Steam plant of Cincinnati Gas & Electric surrounded 


by floodwaters which stood at 65.3 feet. 


At the crest of 73.88 feet the water 


was 8.68 feet above the basement floor, disrupting electric servic: 
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sections of the state cut in by Ken- 
tucky Utilities Company to take care 
of the more urgent needs of the city. 

The Evansville, Ind., plant was 
sealed up as the floodwaters began to 
rise. A load of about 16,000 kw. was 
maintained, as against a normal of 
30,000 kw. As the waters rose to 
53.4 feet it was estimated that the 
plant would become unstable at 54 
feet. Mr. Brown moved one auxiliary 
to the second floor so that in case the 
plant had to be flooded service could 
be easily restored. The plant was an 
island in a sea 25 miles wide. 

The switches near the plant were 
surrounded by canvas so that the wind 
could not whip floodwaters on them 
to cause a short circuit. During the 
entire flood service was uninterrupted. 
The coal pile was inundated at 40 
fet and a clam crane was floated 
over it to hoist coal through upper 
windows in the plant. 


Investors get checks 


Investors of Southern Indiana Gas 
& Electric preferred stock received 
their regular dividend checks on Feb- 
ruary | as the office force remained 
in the plant. It was intimated that 
they were probably received by “rural 
fleet delivery.” 

In Cincinnati H. C. Blackwell, pres- 
ident of Cincinnati Gas & Electric, 
remained steadily on the job with his 
men to maintain all service possible. 
The company maintained a minimum 
emergency capacity of 35,000 kw. with 
the West End and Columbia plants 
shut down. Normally 230,000 kw. is 
provided. 

It was erroneously reported last 
week that Cincinnati was without gas, 
electric and water service. As a mat- 
ter of fact, there was sufficient water 
in the reservoirs and other sources to 
provide limited supply. Electricity 
was brought in through interconnec- 
tions to supply emergency service to 
radio stations, fire and police sys- 
tems, hospitals and the downtown 
area and limited service to other sec- 
tions of the city. Essential electric 
service was maintained in Cincinnati 
and to all other communities served 
by the company. Gas service was 
maintained at all times. 

_ As the waters receded the first unit 
in the West End station was restored 
0 service last Saturday, the second on 
Monday and the third and fourth 

ater in the week. The speed with 

Which service is being restored is a 
tribute to private operations. 
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T.V.A. Rejects Four Point Plan 
to Solve Power Policy Problem 


Willkie expresses disappointment on unwillingness of government 
agency to meet broad issues — Interchange of power to continue on 
an informal basis until other arrangements are made 


A four-point program looking 
toward a solution to the broad issues 
involving the power policy of the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority has been 
turned down by the government 
agency. Wendell L. Willkie, president 
of Commonwealth & Southern, sub- 
mitted the proposal to the T.V.A. at 
a conference in Knoxville last Tues- 
day. The T.V.A. insisted on confining 
the question only to an immediate ex- 
tension of the power purchase con- 
tract to the exclusion of a solution of 
the broad issues at stake. 

With the expiration on February 3 
of the present contract no agreement 
was reached for an extension, al- 
though it had been generally believed 
that such would take place and last 
until a national power policy had 
been agreed upon and approved by 
President Roosevelt. T.V.A. will con- 
tinue to sell power to the Common- 
wealth & Southern companies in- 
formally until each can make other 
arrangements. There will be no dis- 
turbance to the interchange of power. 


Submits proposals 


Mr. Willkie stated that he had pro- 
posed to the T.V.A. board a four-point 
solution which in essence was as fol- 
lows: 


1. The creation of a power pool or grid 
system as suggested by President Roosevelt. 

2. An agreement whereby the Common- 
wealth & Southern Corporation would en- 
deavor to induce the utilities in the South- 
east to buy all of the power generated by the 
government at its plants and use it in lieu 
of operation of the utilities steam system. 

3. A suggestion of a possible purchase by 
the government of all or part of the Com- 
monwealth & Southern generation, trans- 
mission and distribution system or the pur- 
chase by the government of one of the sys- 
tem’s companies or a lesser utility system. 

4. Mr. Willkie expressed the willingness 
to continue arrangements for an interchange 
of power with the T.V.A. provided the 
T.V.A. did not compete with the system 
properties in the area in which T.V.A. 
power was distributed. 


Oddly enough, at the conclusion of 
the conference with Mr. Willkie in 
Knoxville the T.V.A. announced in 
Washington that it had offered the 
utility an option to extend the exist- 
ing agreement with reservations. 

Mr. Willkie expressed disappoint- 
ment that the contract was not ex- 


tended because, he said, it may affect 
the larger problem of working out a 
permanent solution toward which he 
had been exerting all of his efforts. 
He explained that T.V.A. power at the 
present time was not needed by his 
system as those properties in the 
T.V.A. area had adequate power fa- 
cilities even at the worst period of last 
summer's drought and that such ca- 
pacity was ample to carry on well 
into next year. 


Will build plants 


In the meantime, Mr. Willkie said, 
the companies have undertaken the 
construction of additional steam-gen- 
erating facilities which will add about 
105,000 kw. of capacity at a cost of 
$8,000,000 or, $10,000,000 within the 
next 15 months. Mr. Willkie added 
that he had hoped that it would have 
been unnecessary to undertake this 
project, but the uncertainties of the 
T.V.A. situation made it imperative. 

The action of the T.V.A. in reject- 
ing the proposal to solve the critical 
power problem has made it impera- 
tive for the utilities to push vigor- 
ously their legal actions against the 
government agency to a final con- 
clusion before the Supreme Court and 
a determination of the constitutional- 


ity of the T.V.A. 


P.W.A. Power Project 
Restrained by Court 


Duke Power Company has obtained 
a temporary restraining order in 
Rock Hill, S. C., from United States 
District Judge J. Lyles Glenn to pre- 
vent Greenwood County authorities 
from proceeding with construction of 
the $2,352,000 Buzzard Roost power 
project on the Saluda River pending 
a hearing on the merits of the case set 
for February 23. 

Duke Power attorneys contended 
that the proposed expenditure of fed- 
eral funds by the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration for development of the 
power project was unconstitutional. 
The court order allowed the expendi- 
ture of not more than $100,000 for 
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legal, administrative, engineering and 
conservation costs that might be in- 
curred before a final ruling. The 
county authorities had requested that 
this figure be set at $600,000. 

The Supreme Court recently remand- 
ed back to the lower courts the Duke 
company’s original suit contesting the 
validity of the P.W.A. loan and grant. 
A grant of $657,000 and a loan of 
$2,195,000 was alloted to Greenwood 
County on July 18, 1934, for the 
project. 

* 


Santee Cooper Hearing Set 


Federal Judge J. Lyles Glenn has 
set March 2 as the tentative date for 
trial of a case in which several power 
companies seek a permanent injunc- 
tion restraining the government from 
making a loan to South Carolina for 
the Santee Cooper power develop- 
ment. The case will be held before 
Judge Glenn at Rock Hill, S. C., or 
at Columbia. 

. 


Completes Power Line 
Hugh Warner, Mississippi T.V.A. di- 


rector, has announced completion of 
a new $300,000 power line, carrying 
110.000 volts, from Burnsville, Miss., 
to Tupelo. 








Ross Proposes Seattle Buy 
Property of Private Utility 


Purchase of Puget Sound Power & Light facilities at $37,370,000 
would be financed through sale of revenue bonds 


Proposal of J. D. Ross, superin- 
tendent of the City Light Department 
of Seattle, that the city purchase the 
properties of the Puget Sound Power 
& Light Company in Seattle and 
vicinity, on a valuation of $37,370,- 
000, is being held in committee by the 
City Council pending settlement of 
the municipal railway refinancing and 
modernization program. 

The delay in considering the matter 
by the Council met with immediate 
criticism by the Public Power Commit- 
tee which, at a public meeting, formed 
a petition asking that the entire proj- 
ect be submitted to the voters at an 
election on March 9. The petition 
has been filed with the City Council. 


Price declared fair 


The Public Power Committee, com- 
posed of representatives of labor, 
members of civic clubs and municipal 
employees of the light department, 
went on record as believing that “the 
price proposed is one that is fair to 
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Fay Foto Service, Inc. 


“ELECTRICITY MARCHES ON”—Principal members of the electrical “troupe” 


which demonstrated electrical appliances before the Advertising Club of Boston 
Left to right, back row—J. V. Macdonald, Boston Edison Company; H. M. Parsons, 
Walker & Pratt Manufacturing Company; C. C. Walker, Incandescent Lamp Department 
of General Electric; John 8. Pfeil, New England manager Frigidaire; D. F. Lenfestey, 
Wetmore-Savage Electrical Supply Company; Thomas H. Carens, vice-president Boston 
Edison Company; P. A. McAteer, president Boston Advertising Club; Morton Gilde, Easy 
Washing Machine Company; Julius Daniels; Alan Steinert, president Eastern (radio) 


Company. 
Musche, Edison company. 
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Front row—Miss Sally Rand, center; Misses Poulsen, Smithies, Bruno and 
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both city and the private company.” 

As a basis of negotiations toward 
absdrption of the Puget Sound prop. 
erties Mr. Ross placed the valuation 
at $37,370,000. Mr. Ross stated in 
his report to the City Council that this 
valuation contemplated the acquisi- 
tion of the power company’s substa- 
tions, commercial steam heating plant 
and distribution system in Seattle, its 
Shuffleton steam plant at Renton and 
its hydro-electric plants at Snoqual- 
mie Falls and White River. This 
proposal compares with the original 
proposal by Mr. Ross to take over all 
of the power company’s holdings in 
western Washington and at Rock 
Island, east of the mountains, on a 
valuation between $99,000,000 and 
$104,000,000. 

The purchase would mean large 
annual savings through elimination of 
duplication, Mr. Ross said. These 
savings would be passed on to con- 
sumers in reduced rates. 


Rural power districts 


Under the Ross proposal, the 
balance of the company’s properties 
in King County would be left for a 
rural power district to absorb. Other 
power districts—fifteen of which al- 
ready have been organized as county 
units—would be counted on to take 
over other portions of the company’s 
holdings. 

Frank McLaughlin, president of the 
utility, stated that no formal overtures 
have been made to the company, but 
that his company would “consider any 
bona fide proposition of merit” and 
that an “exhaustive check-up to as 
certain how near Mr. Ross’ valuation 
approaches ours” would be required. 

Mr. Ross proposes to finance the 
purchase of the utility property by 
City Light revenue bonds so that the 
general fund would not be involved 
and in order that the purchase might 
be paid entirely from earnings. He 
stated that a banking syndicate is 
willing to finance the bonds of the 
various power districts to cover theit 
individual purchases of power system 
units, leaving Seattle responsible only 
for the purchase of properties to be 
directly under City Light operation. 
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Engineers Discuss Wide Range 


of Topics at A.L.E.E. Meeting 


Proposed transformer standards improvement sought by abandoning 
the inches-of-gap method of specifying impulse strength 


Scope of discussion was amply 
wide to meet the needs of all shades 
of electrical engineers at the recent 
winter meeting of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers. Topics 
ranged all the way from tensors, the 
new mathematical tool for design, to 
announcement of a new household 
load on the horizon—a_precipitator 
to make life easier for asthmatics 
and other allergics. 

In between was a new theory of arc 
phenomena, discussion of transformer 
standards, cable stability, efficacy of 
shielding and counterpoise wires, 
clarification of commutator sparking 
and wear and announcement of a 
watt-hour meter with wide range of 
accuracy. 

Proposed transformer _ standards 
will undoubtedly be improved by 
abandoning the inches-of-gap method 
of specifying impulse strength, dis- 
cussions indicated. Public Service 
Electric & Gas Company is to build 
several 26-kv. lines in which the top 
conductor will serve as a shield wire 
for the others, its chance lightning 
currents being drained off by tubes. 
Meanwhile, the discussion of higher 
voltage lines definitely added credit 
to the efficacy of the overhead ground 
wire and the counterpoise. Ultra- 
rapid reclosure also received con- 
firmation in the discussion and in the 
announcement that it is to be extended 
to the American Gas & Electric Com- 
pany link between Twin Branch and 
Fort Wayne. A judicious combina- 


tion of reclosure with 
protective gaps pressages a day when 
less need be spent for continuous 
ground wires and counterpoises. 

In distribution, the matter of pole 
flexibility was demonstrated to be a 
point that should receive recognition 
in the next revision of the National 
Electrical Safety Code. One engi- 
neer grasped the oportunity afforded 
by a résumé of distribution economies 
to ask why there should be so much 
faith in the virtue of overloading 
transformers if there was so little 
dollar difference between distribution 
schemes based on relatively small 
wire with small transformers closely 
spaced and those employing larger 
transformers, wire and spacing. In 
this same session there was some dis- 
cussion of the propriety of prevailing 
steps provided on automatic step- 
boosters for long feeders. 

While the industry is not quite 
ready for it yet, nevertheless opinion 
was expressed there is in the offing a 
prospect that it may need only a 
domestic, a commercial and a power 
meter. This was indicated by the dis- 
cussion 6f a new watt-hour meter that 
is as accurate as the 5-amp. on light 
load and as the 15-amp. at 60-amp. 
It has a new cobalt tungsten pivot to 
resist exposure to corrosion. 

All these topics will be amplified 
in an extended report of the session 
discussions in the February 13 issue 
of ELectricaL Wor.b. 

Among the 


instantaneous 


conferences 


held in 


parallel with paper sessions was one 
on noise, out of which came agree- 
ment on a test code to be circulated 
for final letter ballot. It is based 
on the A.S.A. noise definitions and 
meter specifications and thenceforth 
details the procedure in making noise 
measurements, especially in segregat- 
ing apparatus noise from the ambient 
noises. 


Inspection Trips 

Friday of convention week was set 
aside for inspection trips. More than 
100 traveled by train and bus to the 
Hastings-on-Hudson mill of the Ana- 
conda Wire & Cable Company as 
guests of the company. After seeing 
everything from the rod rolling mill. 
paper taping machines and impreg- 
nating system, to the lead presses and 
cable department, the 
groups were shown the activities in 
the research laboratories. Attracting 
unusual interest were the weatherom- 
eter developed for the U.R.C. tests 
on weatherproof wire and the tests 
with termites and fungi in connec- 
tion with life of buried cable. 


accessories 


Insulation Testing 
Progress Is Shown 


Steady progress in the technique of 
insulation testing to forestall power 
system equipment failures featured 
the fourth annual conference of Doble 
Engineering Company clients held at 
Medford, Mass., recently. Utility 
operating men _ representing nearly 
every state east of the Mississippi, 
Canada and Newfoundland partici- 
pated, together with prominent manu- 
facturing company delegates. About 
85 registered. 

The program emphasized the ad- 

















fourth annual conference 
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of Doble 


é : 


ENGINEERS DISCUSS TESTING—Public utility operators and manufacturers recently met in Medford, Mass., at the 


Engineering 


Company to discuss insulation equipment failures 
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vancement of test and design methods 
as related to power factor and watts 
loss measurements in routine work 
on bushings, oil circuit breakers, 
smaller transformers and allied 
equipment to the present tentative 
standard procedure developed for 
large power transformers. Looking 
further, the discussions included 
techniques now being applied to 
cable insulation and oil research with 
special reference to desirable elec- 
trical characteristics, moisture and 
other problems. 

Papers were presented by F. D. 
Brook and E. W. Whitmer, American 
Gas & Electric; J. H. Merriman, 
Northern States Power; E. L. Schlot- 
tere, Philadelphia Electric; R. M. 
Emblidge, Buffalo General Electric; 
O. E. Fawcett, West Penn Power; P. 
C. Pray, New England Power; E. F. 
Walsh, Narragansett Electric; F. I. 
Marvel, E. D. Eby and L. Wetherill. 
General Electric; G. A. Burr, West- 
inghouse; F. L. Brandt, Ohio Brass. 
and members of the Doble staff. 


New York Rates High, 
MeNinch Testifies 


Reports that Frank R. MeNinch, 
chairman of the Federal Power Com- 
mission, had told Congress that elec- 
tric rates in New York City were too 
high prompted Milo R. Maltbie, 
chairman of the Public Service Com- 
mission, to send the following telegram 
to Mr. McNinch in Washington: 

“Press reports you as stating elec- 
tric rates in New York City are exces- 
sive and should be reduced. If you 
have legal proof to support this 
allegation Public Service Commission 
will gladly hold hearings at your 
convenience to receive testimony. We 
have been proceeding in manner pro- 
vided by law to determine reasonable 
rates and reductions in New York 
City alone during past month aggre- 
gated about $7,000,000. Please reply 
promptly at our expense.” 

Reports of hearings on the inde- 
pendent office bill disclosed that the 
commission will recommend no spe- 
cific rates for the city, however, in 
the belief that it is the duty of the 
state Public Service Commission. The 
bill seeks appropriations to continue 
the commission’s work. 

Representative James M. Fitzpatrick 
asked commission witnesses at the 
hearings why New York rates were 
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higher than those for smaller com- 
munities, despite the huge consump- 
tion. Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
of the commission said the average 
domestic ‘consumption in New York 
was lower than the average for the 
country, but added that in the com- 
mission’s study New York “did not 
show up so well by comparison with 
other communities.” 

On the question of making recom- 
mendations, Chairman McNinch said: 
“I doubt the propriety of the federal 
commission, when it has no authority 
over local rates, undertaking to recom- 
mend to a state commission specific 
rates.” 


s 
Municipal-Utility Tie-Up 


Wisconsin Public Service Commis- 
sion has been requested to permit a 
tie-up between the Manitowoc mu- 
nicipal utility plant and that of the 
Wisconsin Public Service Corpora- 
tion. A power break at the municipal 
utility occurred last November. 


eetings 
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Edison’ Electric Institute — Electrical 
Equipment Committee, Biltmore Hotel, 
Dayton, Ohio, February 8-9. J. F. 
Fairman, chairman, 4 Irving Place, New 
York, N. Y. 


Electric Metering Conference—Deshler 
Wallick Hotel, Columbus, Ohio, sched- 
uled February 9-10, postponed. J. N. 
Schwartz, Columbus Railway, Power & 
Light Company, Columbus, Ohio. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 


ciation—Midwinter meeting, Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York, February 
14-19. W. J. Donald, managing direc- 


tor, 155 East 44th Street, New York. 


American Institute of Mining and Metal- 
lurgical Engineers—Annual meeting, 
New York, N. Y., February 15-18. A. H. 
Parsons, secretary, 29 West 39th St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers 

—National meeting, Ohio Hotel, Youngs- 
town, Ohio, February 25. Brent Wiley, 
managing director, Empire Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


American Society for Testing Materials 

—Committee Week, -Palmer House, Chi- 
cago, Ill., March 1-5. R. E. Hess, as- 
sistant secretary, 260 South Broad St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


National Fire Protection 
Electrical Committee, Atlantic City, 
N. J., March 9-12. A. R. Small, chair- 
man, 207 East Ohio St., Chicago, Ill. 


Association— 


National Oil Burner and Air Condition- 
ing Exposition — Philadelphia, Pa. 
March 15-19, C. F. Curtin, exposition 
manager. Oil Burner Institute, 30 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y. 








Doherty Makes Offer 
to Settle Litigation 


Henry L. Doherty, head of Cities 
Service Company, has made a com. 
promise offer involving the payment 
to the company of $1,250,000 or 
250,000 shares of the company’s stock 
to settle a minority stockholders’ suit 
demanding recision of a $20,000,000 
stock deal and an accounting of $80, 
000,000 alleged losses. 

From his sickbed in Philadelphia 
Mr. Doherty stated that he was a 
fighter who usually saw things to a 
finish. He explained that his offer 
was made only because litigation, 
justified or not, was not good for 
any company and for the reason that 
it would interfere with recovery of 
his health. 

In the offer, made through his at- 
torney, Joseph M. Proskauer, Mr. 
Doherty asked that stockholders of 
Cities Service seal the retirement of 
1,000,000 shares of 5 per cent non- 
cumulative stock that had been a 
major point in the suit. Such action 
would prevent their sale or reissue 
again. Mr. Doherty also asked stock- 
holders to confirm the termination of 
the fiscal agency and financial man- 
agement relationship that once existed 
between Cities Service and Henry L. 
Doherty & Company. An offer was 
also made by Mr. Doherty to pay 
attorney’s fees of the six stockholders 
who brought the suit. 

“TI would not have it thought that 
any payment made by me to settle 
the present situation could be consid- 
ered in the slightest degree as an ad- 
mission of any  remissness,” Mr. 
Doherty said. The payment would 
be in cash or stock at his option. 

Federal Judge John W. Clancy ad- 
journed the case pending action on 
the offer at the annual meeting on 
April 27, or sooner if a special mett- 
ing of stockholders is called. 


N.E.M.A. to Meet in New York 


Electrical manufacturers from all 
sections of the country will convene 
in New York City February 14-19 to 
attend the closed sessions of the mid: 
winter convention of the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. The 
Policies Division meeting wil! be held 
on Thursday, February 18. Some 110 
section, group and committee meet 
ings will also take place. 
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Output Declines As Days 
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Exceeding last year’s figure for the 
corresponding period by 13.3 per 
cent, the output of the electric light 
and power industry during the week 
ended January 30 was 2,214,654,000 
kw-hr. according to the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute. The decline of 3 per 
cent compared with the December 
peak was close to the average for the 
preceding 7 years, although greater 
than in the 3 recovery years. The ex- 
cess over the preceding year approx- 


1936, 
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imated the average for the past three 
months, but it was somewhat smaller 
than in the other weeks of January. 
Regional advances over 1936 in 
general decreased, especially in the 
Central industrial area, but despite 
Weekly Output, Millions of Kw.-Hr. 


1937 1936 1935 


Jan. 30 2,215 Jan. 25..1,956 Jan. 26..1,782 

Jan. 23...2,257 Jan. 18..1,950 Jan. 19..1,778 

Jan. 16 2,264 Jan. 11..1,971 Jan. 12..1,773 

Jan. 9...2,244 Jan. 4..1,855 Jan. 5..1,669 
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1936 1935 1934 

Dec. 26...2,081 Dec. 28..1,847 Dec. 29. .1,650 
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floods and the automobile strike that 
section still leads with 15 per cent. 
New England’s gain was nearly as 
large, though less than last week. 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
- W eel ended 


Region Jan. 30 Jan. 23 Jan. 16 
New England..... +14.6 +17.9 17 
Middle Atlantic +12. 7 +14.6 12.5 
Central Industrial +15.0 19.1 18.1 
West Central. . + 6.1 + 7.8 + 9.3 
Southern States... +11.5 +18.3 +18.2 
Rocky Mountain. . + 7 4 + 4.0 +13.0 
Pacific ere an +116 +12.4 +11.6 
United States..... +13.3 15.7 +14.9 





Output Climbs to 
New Monthly Record 


Records were broken by the energy 
sutput of public utility plants in De- 
cember, which rose to a new all-time 
maximum of 10,478,000,000 kw.-hr. 
(he increase over the like month in 
1935 was 15 per cent, compared with 
i4 per cent for the year as a whole. 
Water power accounted for 35 per 
cent of the total. The average daily 
production, 338,000,000 kw.-hr., was 
the highest for any month of record 
and 3.6 per cent more than in No- 

mber. The normal change from 
November to December is +1.1 per 

nt, according to the Federal Power 


Commission, which reports these sta- 
tistics. 

The quantities announced are pre- 
liminary and are subject to revision. 
They are based on the operations of 





Energy Output, Public Utility 
Plants, December, 1936 





Output, December Increase over 1935 
Region Millions of Kw.-Hr.) (Per Cent 
Hydro Fuel Total Dec. Nov. 


United States 3,619 6,859 10,478 +15 +12 
New England. 311 421 732 +13 + 8 
Mid. Atlantic. 741 2,041 2,782 +13 +14 
E. No. Central 159 2,351 2,510 +14 +14 
W. No. Central. 89 535 624 + 7 + 3 
South Atlantie. 705 570 =—:1,275 1-21 +15 
E. So. Central 386 98 484 +24 +24 
W. So. Central 25 454 479 +14 +13 
Mountain 293 119 412 +38 +32 
Pacific ar 910 270 =: 11,180 + 4 4 
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all public utilities including railway 
and other plants as well as central 
stations. Regional quantities for De- 
cember and changes in November 
and December compared with 1935 
are shown in the table. 

The large increase in the Mountain 
states registers the advent of energy 
supply from Boulder Dam. In 1935 
the output from water power in Ne- 
vada was 685.000 kw.-hr. in Novem- 
ber and 466,000 kw.-hr. in December. 
In 1936 the corresponding figures 
were 49,412,000 and 69,672 000 re- 
spectively, or 42 times and 68 times 
as much as a year ago. The effect 
is also reflected in an abnormally 
small increase in the amount of en- 
ergy generated in California. 
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Wide World 
WHEELER DAM, ALABAMA—The 
big 190-ton rotor being swung into 
place by a gigantic crane in the sec- 
ond generating unit at the T.V.A. 


OIL-TREATING AND CABLE-IM. power project on the Tennessee River 
PREGNATING DEPARTMENT of 
the Anaconda Wire & Cable Com- 
pany at Hastings-on-Hudson visited 
by engineers attending the recent 
A.LE.E. convention at New York City 






development of the central station indus 
Edison Company, received the highest @ 
to right are H. P. Charlesworth, chairm 
Louis H. Egan, Dr. Dow’s biographer; }A. M 
president, and Dr. Alex Dow 
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outstanding service in the 
Alex Dow, president Detroit 
rd of the A.LE.E. From left 
0 Edison Medal committee ; 


A.M, MacCutcheon, A.LELE, 


























FLOOD AND HIGH WATERS—Generators in the 
Ohio River station of Southern Indiana Gas & Elec- 
tric Company hummed on as flood water stood at 52.1 
ft., to later reach a crest of 53.7 ft. The barricaded 
plant would become unstable at 54 ft. The basement 
was 36 ft. below the water line 
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LOUISVILLE, KY.—Hydro-electric plant 
of the Louisville Gas & Electric Company 
forced out of commission by the flood 
waters of the Ohio River. Emergency 
electric service was made available through 
interconnections with other systems 
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Utility Management Elects 
New Chairman and President 


John H. Pardee, formerly president 
of the Utility Management Corpora- 
tion, has been elected chairman of the 
board of that company. Ralph D. 
Jennison, formerly vice-president, suc- 
ceeds Mr. Pardee as president. Utility 
Management Corporation supervises 
the operation of the properties in the 
Associated Gas & Electric System. 

Mr. Pardee is widely known in the 
utility industry and has been engaged 
in this field of business for more than 
40 years. His. first association with 
the Utility Management Corporation 
was through its predecessor, J. G. 
White & Company, Inc. He was put 
in charge of the management depart- 
ment of that company in 1907. In 
1913 he was elected president of the 
J. G. White Management Corporation 





J. H. Pardee 

and continued as chief executive when 
the name was changed to the Utility 
Management Corporation in 1930. 
During his 30 years association with 
this organization he has been inti- 
mately connected with management 
and operation of numerous utility com- 
panies throughout the United States. 
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R. D. Jennison 


Mr. Jennison began his utility 
career shortly after his graduation 
from the University of Michigan in 
1908. After spending several years 
in managing and supervising the oper- 
ation of utilities in Kentucky, Mon- 
tana and Illinois, he became associated 
with W. S. Barstow & Company and 
the properties of the General Gas & 
Electric Corporation. In 1924 he was 
appointed general manager of Barstow 
and in 1929 was made vice-president 
of that company with offices in New 
York City. In 1930, after the W. S. 
Barstow & Company, now the E. M. 
Gilbert Engineering Corporation, be- 
came affiliated with the Associated 
system Mr. Jennison was elected vice- 
president of the J. G. White Manage- 
ment Corporation, predecessor of the 
Utility Management Corporation. 


> Howarp A. Squires has been ap- 
pointed by the Lapp Insulator Com- 
pany, Inc., representative for the New 
England territory with headquarters 
in Boston, Mass. Mr. Squires has had 
extensive experience in the utility field 
and more recently has been engaged 
in sales work in the New England 
territory. 


W. H. Lawrence Retires 


W. H. Lawrence, chief operating 
engineer New York Edison, retired 
on February 1, after 47 years of 
service with the company. Though 
Mr. Lawrence has been chief oper- 
ating engineer since 1926, his name 
will always be associated with the 
system’s Waterside stations, where he 
spent more than half of his dis- 
tinguished career. 

The success of his technical labors 
while at Waterside is written in the 
record of the growth and development 
of the plant itself. Included in his 
technical developments are the radio 
storm detector and an ingenious device 
for studying load factors. Mr. Law- 
rence is the author of a number of 
papers on station operation and of 





special articles on electric trade papers 
and magazines. He is a member of 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, American Society of Me- 
chanical Engineers and the New York 
Electrical Society. 


PR. K. Banner has been appointed 
assistant merchandising manager of 


the El Paso Electric Company. 
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Nebraska Power App.w-nis 

Cc. W. Minard Chief Engineer 
Clarence W. Minard, assistant -hief 

engineer of the Nebraska Power Com- 


pany since 1924, has recently been 
promoted to the position of chief en- 
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gineer. A graduate of Syracuse Uni- 
versity, Mr. Minard spent one year in 
the student course and engineering de- 
partment of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company. Follow- 
ing discharge from military service, he 
joined the staff of the Nebraska Power 
Company in 1919, 


B. C. Hanks Named President 
of Florida Power & Light 


Bryan C. Hanks was elected presi- 
dent of the Florida Power & Light 
Company and subsidiaries at a meet- 
ing of the board of directors held 
January 29. He succeeds George C. 
Estill, who resigned because of illness. 
In September Mr. Estill was given a 
| years leave of absence and since that 
ime Mr. Hanks has been acting presi- 
dent. E. A. West was elected vice- 
| president and general manager at the 
same meeting. He was formerly vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Utah Light & Traction Company. 


> B. ToRPEN, now engaged as engineer 
on the Bonneville project, has been re- 
tained by the City of Seattle, Light 
Department, as consulting engineer on 
its Ruby Creek Dam on the Upper 
Skagit. The plan of obtaining Mr. 
Torpen’s services on a part-time basis 
was proposed by J. D. Ross, Superin- 
lendent of Lighting, after Mr. Torpen 
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had rejected an offer for full-time 
service as resident engineer on the 
Ruby Dam construction. 


> PauL FERNEDING, supervising engi- 
neer New York Board of Fire Under- 
writers, has been appointed to the 
staff of Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Inc., electrical council. He succeeds 
J. C. Forsyth, consulting engineer of 
the New York board, resigned. Mr. 
Forsyth’s retirement followed more 
than 30 years of active service on the 
council and predecessor organizations. 


OBITUARY 
Edward B. Meyer 


Edward Barnard Meyer, junior 
past-president of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers and 
chief engineer of the electrical engi- 
neering department of Public Service 
Electric & Gas Company, died on 
January 30, 1937, at his home in 
South Orange, N. J., following a 
month’s illness. He was graduated 
from the electrical course at Pratt In- 
stitute in 1903 and entered employ of 
the Public Service Electric & Gas 
Company the same year, serving until 
1922 successively as engineering as- 





sistant, engineer in charge of under- 
sround conduits and cables and as- 
sistant chief engineer. 

When the Public Service Produc- 
tion Company was formed, in 1922, 
he became chief engineer of that unit, 
rising to the vice-presidency in 1929. 
Merger of the company with United 
Engineers & Constructors, Inc., in 
1930 carried Mr. Meyer to the vice- 
presidency with headquarters in 
Newark. Two years ago he left 
United En-‘neers & Constructors to 


become chief engineer of the Public 
Service Electric & Gas Company. 

During the World War he was ac- 
tive on both Army and Navy commit- 
tees on electric propulsion, standards 
and other problems. He was a mem- 
ber of the American Standards Asso- 
ciation, New York Electrical Society, 
American Society of Mechanical En- 
gineers and American Transit Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Meyer joined the A.I.E.E. as 
associate in 1905, became a member 
in 1913 and a fellow in 1927. His 
election to the presidency for the year 
1935-36 followed a long period of ac- 
tive service on the technical and pol- 
icy committees of the institute and his 
nomination was a tribute to the serv- 
ice he had rendered the profession 
within and without the organization. 
Among his collaborators, he was re- 
garded as an indefatigable and unself- 
ish worker for the cause of the elec- 
trical engineering profession. At the 
time of his death, he was a member of 
the executive committee, and previous- 
ly he had handled the early finance 
problems of the institute during the 
depression, and, still earlier, the meet- 
ings and papers and publication func- 
tions, from which he moved onward 
toward the office of director and vice- 
president. At the time of his death 
he represented A.I.E.E. on the John 
Fritz Medal Board of Award. 


> Henry Hurst, for fifty years an em- 
ployee of the Louisville Gas & Elec- 
tric Company, died of pneumonia, 
December 21 at his home in Louisville 
following a three weeks illness. At 
the time of his death Mr. Hurst held 
the title of operating engineer. 


> J. Frank Harper, for seventeen 
years a member of the Maryland Pub- 
lic Service Commission, died January 
17 in Baltimore, following an illness 
of several months. 
of age. 


He was 67 years 
During his service on the 
commission Mr. Harper took part in a 
large number of cases involving elec- 
tric companies and_ other 
utilities. 


public 


> Gorpon ABpoTtT, former chairman 
of the board of the Old Colony Trust 
Company, Boston, Mass., a director 
and member of the executive commit- 
tee of the General Electric Company 
and member of the directorate of the 
International General Electric Com- 
pany, died at Boston on January 24, 
at the age of 74. 
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Intensive Program 


Adopted by N. E. C. A. 


Many 
were acted upon at the mid-winter 
meeting of the executive committee of 
the National Electrical Contractors 


important policy matters 


Association held at national head- 
quarters, New York City, January 18- 
20. An intensive program was de- 
veloped for the coming year. 

One of the features of the meeting 
was the report and recommendations 
of the committee on motor sections, 
which were adopted and approved by 
the executive committee. A _ special 
point was made of encouraging the 
development of motor specialist or- 
ganizations. Action was taken to re- 
quest additional N.E.C.A. representa- 
tion on the electrical committee of the 
National Fire Protection Association. 

Measures have been taken whereby 
national headquarters will keep in 
constant touch with federal legislation 
whereby the association will be pre- 
pared to take action with reference to 
any bills or legislative proposals in 
Congress in which the interests of the 
electrical contracting industry should 
be represented. Watchfulness will also 
be maintained regarding state legisla- 
tion. 

The executive committee approved 
plans for the holding of a South- 
eastern Industry Conference in At- 
lanta, Ga., March 15-16. The purpose 
of this meeting will be to develop in 
that territory an industry policy that 
will co-ordinate all the branches of 
the industry into a solid co-operative 
selling unit for the promotion of new 
business. 

2 


Range Contract Awarded 

A contract for 7,802 electric ranges 
at a bid of $304,606 for use in four- 
teen P.W.A. slum clearance and low- 
rent housing projects in twelve cities 
has been placed with the Edison Gen- 
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eral Electric Appliance Company of 
Chicago, it was announced by Harold 
L. Ickes, P.W.A. administrator. 

The contract was awarded on com- 
petitive bidding and calls for delivery 
during the first nine months this year. 


Government Agencies 
Award 83 Contracts 


Eighty-three contracts, amounting 
to $6,129,666, were let by ten gov- 
ernment agencies under the Walsh- 
Healey Public Contracts Act in the 
week ended January 28, according to 
the Department of Labor. Contracts 
for electrical equipment follow: 


Graybar Electric Company, Inc., War, 
cable, $19,860; Phelps Dodge Copper 
Products Corporation, Navy, cable, $39,463; 
General Electric Company, Navy, cable, 
$88,319; General Electric Company, Navy, 
cable, $100,199; Phelps Dodge Copper 
Products Corporation, Navy, cable, $119,- 
252; General Electric Company, Navy, 
searchlights, $356,306; International Nickel 
Company, Navy, copper nickel alloy, 
$12,180; Ajax Electrothermic Corporation, 
War, electric furnace, $24,500; Continental 
Electric Company, War, dynamotor, 
$11,694; Okonite Company, Navy, cable, 
$12,920. 


Westinghouse Orders 
Advance 47 Per Cent 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company reports orders booked 
for the year 1936 were $182,521,304, 
this total exceeding orders booked in 
any year since 1929, and comparing 
with $123,629,333 for 1935. Sales 
billed for 1936 amounted to $154,- 
169,031, the highest since 1930, and 
compare with $122,588.555 for 1935. 

Net income, after provision for fed- 
eral income and undistributed earn- 
ings taxes, amounted to $15,099,291 in 
1936, the highest total since 1929, and 
compares with $11,983,380 in 1935. 

Unfilled orders at December 31, 
1936, were the highest since December 


31, 1929, amounting to $48,490,919. 


AND MARKETS 


Dividends Declared 
by Manufacturers 


Several electrical manufacturers 
have recently made dividend an. 
nouncements. They follow: 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, $1 each on the common and pre. 
ferred stocks, both payable February 26 to 
stock of record February 8. Payments in 
1936 were 75 cents on the common in 
February and May; $1 in August and 
November and $2 in December. On the 
preferred four dividends of 873 cents and 
the year-end dividend of $2 were paid. 

Holophane Company increased its divi- 
dend rate last week to 50 cents from 25 
cents paid three months ago. 

Anaconda Wire & Cable Company, 50 
cents on the common, payable March 15 to 
stockholders of record February 9, 1937. 
On December 22 the company paid a 
special dividend of $2 per share, and on 
November 16 a special dividend of $1 and 
a dividend of 50 cents were paid. 


Equipment Contracts 
for Boulder Dam Let 


Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes announced last week the award 
of three contracts for manufacture. 
delivery and installation of equipment 
for the Boulder Dam power house on 
bids totaling $232,159.31. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company was awarded the contract for 
manufacture and installation of a 3,000 
amp., 23,000-volt bus structure at a nel 
delivered cost of $107,581.92 and for manu- 
facture of two 600-amp. 15,000-volt oil cir- 
cuit breakers at a net delivered cost of 
$10,134.44. 

Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company 
was awarded the contract for two 23,000- 
volt, 4,000 amp., vertical lift type oil cir- 
cuit breakers at a net delivered cost 0! 


$114,442.95. 

This equipment will be used in cor 
nection with the generating units Nos 
5 and 6 in the Nevada wing of the 
power house. These two 115,(00-hp. 
generating units’ will 
Metropolitan Water District of South 
ern California. The contracts awarded 
called for delivery of the equipment 
to be furnished by Westinghouse 0 


serve _ the 
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its two contracts in 200 days and of 
that to be furnished by Allis-Chalmers 
in 250 days. 


Supreme Court Voids 
Washington Tax Law 


By a five to four decision, the U. S. 
Supreme Court held invalid last Mon- 
day a Washington State law imposing 
a fee on railroads and other public 
utilities to be used in defraying ex- 
penses of regulating them. Justices 
Roberts, Van Devanter, Sutherland, 
McReynolds and Butler voted against 
the law. Justice Cardozo, Chief Jus- 
tice Hughes and Justices Brandeis and 
Stone dissented from their views. 

The tax had been challenged by the 
Great Northern Railway Company, 
which won in the Thurston County 
Superior Court a judgment of $25,- 
466 for taxes paid under protest for 
1929 to 1933 inclusive. 

Justice Roberts, who delivered the 
majority opinion, said that the state 
had not proved that the tax exacted 
from the railroad did “not exceed 
what is reasonably needed for the 
service rendered.” The minority held 
that “the presumption of validity 
which sustains an act of legislation 
is unbroken by the evidence.” 

° 


To Market Products Abroad 


Arrangements have been completed 
for the sale of products of the Apex 
Electrical Manufacturing Company in 
Europe—on the Continent, in Great 
Britain, and the British Dominions 
except Canada. The line will be 
made in London by a newly formed 
corporation licensed to use 
patents and trademarks. 


Apex 


Air-Conditioning Course 


Rutgers University Extension Divi- 
sion has prepared a home study 
course in air conditioning. The new 
course, divided into fourteen sections, 
is a revision of the one originally pre- 
pared and which received wide recog- 
nition. 


— 





New York Metal Prices 


Jan. 26, 1937 Feb. 3, 1937 
Cents per Cents 





Pound Poun 
Cop electrolytic..... } 13.00* 13.00% 
rer Am. S. & R. price. 6.00 6.00 
vutimony....... ; 14.25 14.25 
Nickel ingot... 35.00 35.00 
Tin art. a 6.35 6.35 
A trate 50.00 50.60 
wminum, 99 per cent.. 19—20 19—20 
Delivered Connecticut Valley 
ee 
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Field Reports on Business 


Reports to the ELECTRICAL WoRLD from the field indicate that orders 
for electrical equipment are holding up well. Motor and control 
equipment are moving rapidly. Retail and wholesale activity has 


been affected by floods, strikes and unseasonable weather. 


How- 


ever, retail sales last week were up 8 to 12 per cent for the country 
as a whole over the corresponding week last year. Wholesale bus- 


iness was up 15 to 20 per cent. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for electrical equipment are hold- 
ing up well in this area due, according to 
one prominent sales manager, to the clos- 
ing of a number of negotiations which have 
been a part of a large back-log of potential 
business carried over from the preceding 
year. Among the outstanding orders now 
closed are a 20,000-kw. steam turbo-genera- 
tor for a New Hampshire power company 
to be installed in about one year; another 
steam turbo-generator order for a 3,000-kw. 
unit to be used in a large textile mill has 
been awarded. Inquiries for small turbo- 
generators are very encouraging. 

Small motor sales are continuing to main- 
tain their strong trend. Recent orders 
from machine tool manufacturers indicate 
no falling off in the demand for motor- 
driven machines. One well-known wood- 
working machinery manufacturer reports 
much activity in its plant due to west 
coast interest. A slight pick-up in orders 
during the past week is reported by one 
electrical equipment manufacturer. Motor- 
driven pumping units are receiving more 
attention. Central station supplies are in 
good demand. Hardware and pole line 
materials sales are advanced by very favor- 
able weather conditions. One prominent 
utility in this area recently purchased 
transformers involving over $75,000. Watt- 
hour meters for domestic service are mov- 
ing steadily. 

Merchandising in the Boston district 
shows striking improvement for January as 
compared with last year. Predictions for 
increasing sales are well-founded, in the 
opinion of many distributors. In the Hart- 
fort, Conn., district 615 electric ranges 
were sold in the last six months. 

Unsettled industrial conditions in the 
the Middle West have as yet had little ef- 
fect on New England buying; on the other 
hand, the Ohio River flood disaster has its 
repercussions. Rush orders resulting in the 
shipment of transformers and repair parts 
requiring 35 cars from Pittsfield are an- 
nounced by the General Electric Company. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Just as a rift in their solidarity appeared 
imminent, the maritime unions abandoned 
their strike, after thirteen weeks, costing 
coast business an estimated $5,000,000 per 
day. 

Immediate electrical industry results are 
expected not only from long overdue sales 
of maintenance material to steamship com- 
panies but also from resumption of a 
large shipbuilding program coupled with 
the release of about fifty cars of strike- 
bound material held in nearby ports. Heavy 
February billing of power company copper 
wire carloads ordered before recent price 
raises is expected. Building slumped in Jan- 
uary from storms, but more from strike 
discouragement. 

Seasonable merchandise such as auxiliary 
heaters and pads are selling exceptionally 
well, January having practically exhausted 
coast stocks. Heater manufacturers report 


a 30 per cent increase in sales over last 
season. All major appliances are moving 
well and dealers report no overstocks. 

Los Angeles is in the market for about 
15,000 ft. of heavy stranded copper wire 
sizes from No. 0 to 2,000,000 circ.mil. San 
Francisco is equipping another series of 
bridge street aproaches with electroliers, a 
typical job covering 50 standards and three 
miles of cable. A site has been selected 
for the 3,000,000-acre-ft. Kennett Storage 
Dam, a part of the Central Valley storage 
project. 


NEW YORK 


Business activity remains at a high level, 
notwithstanding the floods and the Gen- 
eral Motors strike. Although steel out- 
put was off 3.3 per cent last week and 
automobile production 11.8 per cent, com- 
parison with the corresponding week in 
1936 shows that steel production is up 57.7 
per cent, bank debts 21.0 per cent, com- 
mercial loans 16.3 per cent and carloadings 
14.5 per cent. 

Manufacturers of electrical equipment 
and appliances are looking for even bigger 
business in 1937 from the extension of the 
administration’s trade agreement program 
than was realized in 1936. Among the 
products benefiting most from the change 
in conditions credited to the trade pact 
were electrical motors and parts, and, to 
a smaller degree, dynamos, generators, rheo- 
stats and controllers, switches and electric 
light fixtures. 


CHICAGO 


Flood conditions in the Ohio Valley have 
only moderately affected business activity 
in the Chicago area. There was naturally 
some curtailment of orders and _ postpone- 
ments of shipments through the affected 
areas. However, it is expected that orders 
for material and equipment to replace that 
destroyed will be heavy as soon as the 
water recedes. 

Electrical energy production in this dis- 
trict last week reached a new all-time 
high record. Virtually all manufacturers 
report orders being received in good vol- 
ume. Motor and control apparatus is mov- 
ing steadily. The demand for cable and 
wiring devices is reported to be fairly 
heavy. One manufacturer received an or- 
der for two 4,000-amp., 23,000-volt vertical 
lift type oil circuit breakers to cost $114,442. 
An electric clock manufacturer will spend 
$100,000 for expansion of buildings and 
equipment. 

Marshall Field & Company will spend 
$600,000 to install year-round air condition- 
ers in the main floor and basement of its 
loop store and the entire five floors of a sub- 
urban store. A new bank of elevators to 
cost $275,000 will also be installed as part 
of a $1,000,000 modernization program to 
be completed by June first. 

Further expansion was shown in building 
activity as construction started on four resi- 
dential projects involving a total expendi- 
ture of over a million dollars. 
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progress in January, prices held firm. 
December, 106.1. Stocks moved within a 


Slight changes carried the “Electrical World,” index 


down to 40.4; last week, 40.5 


$80,000,000 Issue 


Involved in Merger 


Stockhelders of the Public Service 
Company of Northern Illinois, when 
they meet on February 23, will be 
asked to approve issuance of a new 
series of first-lien and refunding mort- 
gage bonds not to exceed $80,000,000, 
it was announced this week. Pro- 
ceeds will be applied to refunding or 
retirement of all or a_ substantial 
part of the current mortgage indebt- 
edness. The program is in line with 
the regrouping plan involving large 
utility companies in Chicago. This 
co-ordination of utility operation 
awaits the approval of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission and the S.E.C. 

Stockholders of Commonwealth 
Edison Company have authorized their 
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directors to take the necessary steps 
to carry out a program which would 
bring about a union of the four large 
electric utility properties in the Chi- 
cago metropolitan area. 

Approval was given to the plan to 
purchase outstanding minority hold- 
ings of the Public Service Company 
of Northern Illinois, Western United 
Gas & Electric Company and Illinois 
Northern Utilities Company. Each of 
these companies will retain its corpo- 
rate and physical identity and will 
function as a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Commonwealth Edison. 


Associated Units Merged 


Elmira Light, Heat & Power Cor- 
poration has been merged into New 


York State Electric & Gas Corpora- 





tion, one of the major operating units 
of the Associated Gas & Electric Sys. 
tem. This merger, together with tha 
of the Folkston Power Company with 
Georgia Power & Light Company, re. 
cently announced, brings the total of 
companies merged, dissolved or other. 
wise eliminated by the system since 
1922 up to 343. 


me 
Commission Grants 


Middle West Request 


Application of the Middle West 
Corporation for the acquisition of 
12,6874 shares of no-par common 
stock of the Missouri Gas & Electric 
Service Company has been approved 
by the S.E.C. The securities were is- 
sued in connection with a reorganiza- 
tion under the bankruptcy act. 


The commission exempted from pro. 
visions of the Public Utility Act $1,476,630 
of first mortgage bonds of the Missouri 
Gas & Electric, maturing on April 1, and 
25,375 shares of its common stock without 
par value. The Missouri utility is a sub- 
sidiary of the Middle West Corporation. 

Minneapolis General Electric Company, a 
subsidiary of Northern States Power Com. 
pany, has filed a declaration under the 
Public Utility Holding Company Act cover- 
ing an amendment of a trust indenture, 
dated April 1, 1916, securing $42,070,000 
of the declarant’s general mortgage bonds. 


Capital Rise Voted 
by Detroit Edison 


Stockholders of the Detroit Edison 
Company at the annual meeting held 
this week approved an_ increase of 
500,000 shares of capital stock of the 
company. The authorized increase 
will raise the capitalization from 
$150,000,000 to $200,000,000. Ac 
cording to Alex Dow, president, this 
action will provide the means to is 
sue new stock at favorable prices to 
refund at 105, on or about October 
1, $15,000,000 of series E 5 per cen! 
bonds. Proceeds from this possible 
sale will be used, Mr. Dow said, to 
finance expansion of the company’s 
facilities if prospects 
warrant. 

January business of Detroit Edison, 
Mr. Dow stated, while somewhiat cur 
tailed by labor difficulties suffered 
by one of the company’s best custo 
mers, nevertheless would prove sat! 
factory to the stockholders. He 
added that business prospects fo! 
1937 were favorable, notwithstanding 
that it was unlikely that any fina 
settlement of the automotive strike 
would be reached soon. 


business 
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EQUIPMENT 








Air COoNDITIONER—Quick- 
ness and ease of installa- 
tion are features of a new 
window-mounted, __ portable 
room cooler which uses a 
hermetically sealed con- £ 





densing unit and is an- 
nounced by Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, East Pittsburgh, 
Pa. It is said to be neces- 
sary only to open the win- 
dow of the room about half 
way, rest the unit on the 
sill, place the cabinet in 
position, plug the cord into 
the nearest socket and the 


mp Rncignee mas Roig 


= Rt © 


cooler is ready to provide Ss ee 
cool, dehumidified, filtered . 2 So 
air. Insulation, together 3 
with rubber cushions _be- - 


tween the framework and 
the outer cabinet, is said 
also to make the cooler 
unusually quiet in opera- 
tion. Air passes through an air filter be- 
fore passing over cooling coils. 


Capacirors—Dry electrolytic capacitors 
for a.c. applications, such as motor starting, 
where high capacity is necessary for inter- 
mittent use, are announced by Cornell- 
Dubilier Corporation, South Plainfield, N. J. 
They are said to be specially suited for use 
in connection with fractional-horsepower 
motors of the type used in refrigerators, oil 
burners and similar appliances and are 
available in various contamers facilitating 
installation. 


INSTRUMENT SwITCHES announced by 
Shallcross Manufacturing Company, Colling- 
dale, Pa., are compact, rugged and are said 
to have low contact resistance. Current 
leakage between the eleven contact points, 
of silver or brass, is said to be a minimum. 
Applications include selection of ranges in 
Instrument circuits, such as tapping resist- 
ances, tapping transformers, connecting bat- 


teries of thermocouples for decades in 
resistance boxes. Both single- and double- 
deck types are available. 


_SPLit-PHAsSE Morors, to be produced in 
ses ranging from 2% to 6 in. in diameter 


and wit mountings to suit customer needs, 
are being marketed by Delco Appliances 
Division General Motors Sales Corporation, 
Rochester, N. Y. Model pictured is first 
of the series and is a 1/40-hp. model. 
Smooth, quiet operation is said to be af- 
forded by a special design providing exact 
slot co-ordination between stator and rotor, 
Which — is statically and dynamically 
balanced 


Time Switcu—Intended for 


dispensing 
the servi 


' e of appliances, a coin-operated 
ras switch, designated Type TSC-6, is of- 
ered by General Electric Company, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. Switch operates when a 
fen-cent coin is deposited in it; the “off-on” 
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Portable Room Cooler 


device permits the operator to obtain inter- 
mittent or continuous use of the appliance. 
It is powered by a standard Telechron 
motor, operating on 115 volts, in either 25.-, 
50- or 60-cycle rating. 


Power Line CHoxes—Ohmite Manufac- 
turing Company, Chicago, IIl., offers power 
line chokes in three sizes, to handle currents 
of 5, 10 and 20 amp. Their primary purpose 
is to suppress radio-frequency currents from 
being fed back over the power lines from 
welding machines and other sources of 
high-frequency current generation. Chokes 


Appliance Rental Switch 


must be used in connection with grounding 
condensers, to act as a filter. 


TEMPERATURE CoNTROLS—Sarco Company, 
Inc., New York, N. Y., announces a new 
line of electric temperature controls for 
heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and 
industrial processes. Line includes line 
voltage thermostats, ranging from simple 
room types to multiple switch dial ther- 
mometer thermostats for industrial require- 
ments. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


Fue. Ois—National Bureau of Standards, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton, D. C., has recently issued Recommended 
Revision of Fuel Oils, Commercial Standard 
CS12-35. Six grades of fuel oils for vari- 
ous types of fuel oil burning equipment are 
covered. 


Arc Wetpinc’* MAcHINE STANDARDS— 
N.E.M.A. Electric Arc Welding Machine 
Standards, Publication No. 36-37 has re- 
cently been issued. It is a reference work 
of practical information concerning the 
manufacture, test and performance of d.c. 
and a.c. arc-welding machines; such as, 
motor-generator sets, dynamotors, transform- 


ers and rectifier arc-welding units. It is also 
designed to clear up many troublesome 


problems for the buyer of arc-welding equip- 
ment. Copies may be obtained from 
N.E.M.A., 155 East 44th Street, New York, 
N. Y., for 50 cents a copy. 


Inks FOR ReEcorpINc INSTRUMENTS—In- 
struments that are used to record tempera- 
tures, pressures, voltages and other quan- 
tities must sometimes go without attention 
for a long period. The ink used in them, 
therefore, should be of a kind that will not 
dry and clog the pen. Dr. C. E. Waters of 
the National Bureau of Standards, Wash- 
ington, D. C., recently made a series of 
tests on 38 recording inks, rating the lines 
drawn with them as non-feathering, slightly 
feathering and decidedly feathering. Com- 
plete reports of these experiments will be 
found in the November Journal of Research. 


Capacitors 





Split-Phase Motor 


Instrument Switches 


(491) 17 











Niagara Hudson Plan 
for Merger Approved 


Another step in the simplification 
of the Niagara Hudson Power System 
was taken this week when the Buffalo 
General Electric Company, the Nia- 
gara Electric Service Corporation and 
the Tonawanda Power Company, three 
operating units situated on the Nia- 
gara frontier, filed a petition with the 
Public Service Commission for 
consolidation. 

Stockholders of Niagara Hudson 
Power Corporation and of the Mo- 
hawk Hudson Power Corporation 
have approved, at separate meetings, 
the consolidation of the two com- 
panies into the new Niagara Hudson 
Power Corporation. The Public Serv- 
ice Commission had approved it. 

Floyd L. Carlisle, chairman, told 
stockholders that efforts were being 
made to continue simplification of 
the system and to consolidate all op- 
erating units into not over three dif- 
ferent groups. He said that the cor- 
poration expects to refund existing 
outstanding bonds of the companies 
at the lowest interest rates possible. 
The consolidation of Niagara with 
its subsidiary, Mohawk Hudson, will 
effect a saving of $1,200,000 annu- 
ally, Mr. Carlisle said. 

Securities of the consolidated cor- 
poration will be exchanged for those 
of the constituent companies. A cer- 
tificate of consolidation has been filed 
with the Secretary of State in Albany. 

According to the proposed certifi- 
cate of consolidation of the Buffalo, 
Niagara and Tonawanda operating 
companies, the new corporation is to 
have 1,160,000 shares of no-par capi- 
tal stock and the capital of the new 
corporation is to be not less than 
$27.434.200. 


Rejects Power Plant Proposal 


The Board of Estimate of New York 
City has again rejected the proposal 
of Mayor LaGuardia that the city ac- 
cept the Federal Public Work’s offer 
of $180,000 as a grant toward the 
$400,000 required for an_ electric 
plant at Brooklyn College. Comp- 
troller Taylor said that the cost of 
operating the plant would be as 
great as, if not greater than, that of 
buying electricity from a_ utility. 
Mayor LaGuardia said he would 
nevertheless try to get $180,000 from 
the P.W.A. for the power project. 
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OMAHA, NEB. 
pany plans new 
plant at South Omaha, primarily for power 
supply for large group of industrial plants 


Nebraska Power Com- 
steam-electric generating 





in that area, to include transmission and 
distributing lines, with power substation fa- 
cilities for step-down service for factory 
use. New station will use natural gas as 
fuel. Cost close to $1,400,000. 


ELIZABETHTON, TENN.—National Tire 
& Rubber Company,. East Palestine, Ohio, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
regulators, transformers and accessories, con- 
veyors and other equipment in new multi- 
unit automobile tire and rubber plant at 
Elizabethton, where large tract of land has 
been acquired. A power house will be built. 
Cost about $225,000. 


BASIN, WYO.—Greybull Valley Power 
Cooperative, Inc., recently organized, plans 
primary and secondary lines for rural elec- 
trification in Greybull Valley district, total- 
ing about 100 miles, with outdoor power 
substation and service facilities. Cost about 
$105,000. Financing will be arranged through 
federal aid. Shell Valley Power Co-oper- 
ative, Inc., also lately organized, will be 
identified with project in certain areas. 


PITTSBURGH, PA—United States Engi- 
neer Office receives bids until February 11 
for three internal combustion engine-driven 
electric generating units for Emsworth Lock 
and Dam, Ohio River (Circular 273). 


ECORSE, MICH.—Bowen Products Corpo- 
ration, 2760 West Warren Street, Detroit, 
Mich., plans installation of motors and con- 
trols, electric hoists, conveyors, transformers 
and accessories and other equipment in new 
one-story metal stamping works at Ecorse, 
totaling about 120,000 sq.ft. of floor space. 
Present plants at Detroit and Auburn, N. Y., 
will be removed later to new location and 
large increased capacity developed. Cost 
over $500,000. Christian W. Brandt, Madi- 
son Theater Building, Detroit, is architect. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Bureau of Sup- 
plies and Accounts, Navy Department, 
Washington, receives bids until February 9 
for electric transformers for Philadelphia, 
Pa., and Anacostia, D. C. (Schedule 9873). 
Also, until February 12 for Diesel engine- 
generator sets, electric switchboards, spare 
parts and tools, for Eastern and Western 


Navy Yards (Schedule 9875). 


HARTSVILLE, S. C—Sonoco Products 
Company plans installation of motors and 
controls, conveyors, regulators and other 
equipment in one- and two-story additions 
to paper board products plant, 60x325 ft. 
and 125x425 ft., respectively. A new steam- 
electric power plant will be built, to supple- 
ment power supply now being secured from 
Carolina Power & Light Company. Entire 
project will cost about $500,000. 


BELLEFONTAINE, OHTO—Logan County 


Co-operative Power & Light Association has 
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plans maturing for transmission and dis. 
tributing lines for rural electrification jn 
parts of Logan County, totaling about 257 
miles, with series of outdoor power sub. 
stations and service facilities. Cost close to 
$270,000. Financing is being arranged 
through federal aid. 


NORFOLK, VA.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, D.C. 
receives bids until February 17 installation 
of a 6,000-kw. turbo-alternator, condenser 
and auxiliary equipment, provided under 
other contracts, and furnishing and _in- 
stalling motor-driven centrifugal pumping 
unit, steel supporting structure for turbo- 
alternator, piping systems and complete ac- 
cessory apparatus necessary to place equip- 
ment in operation in power house at Nor- 


folk Navy Yard (Specifications 8243). 


EDWARDSPORT, IND.—Public Service 
Company of Indiana, Indianapolis Ind., plans 
extensions and modernization in steam-elec- 
tric generating plant at Edwardsport, includ- 
ing installation of new generating equip- 
ment, high-pressure boilers and auxiliary ap- 
paratus. Work is scheduled to begin soon. 


Cost about $350,000. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA.—Alabama Power 
Company plans about 1,000 miles of primary 
and secondary lines for rural electrification 
during 1937, including extensions in trans- 
mission lines for connection with new sys- 
tems, new outdoor power substations in dif- 
ferent central areas, service facilities, meters, 
etc., to accommodate about 4,500 new con- 
sumers. Entire project is estimated to cost 
about $2,500,000. 


ROCKWELL CITY, IOWA — Calhoun 
County Rural Electric Co-operative, Ine. 
William Darbyshire, Rockwell City, secre- 
tary and treasurer, has plans under way 
for new  steam-electric generating plant 
on local site for power supply for rural 
electric system in Calhoun, Webster, Sac 
and other counties. Fund of $185,000 has 
been secured through federal aid for sta 
tion. As recently noted in these columns, 
a total of about 560 miles of primary and 
secondary lines will be constructed, wit 
outdoor power substation and service facili- 
ties; an appropriation of $278,000 has been 
obtained through R.E.A. for construction of 
about one-half of entire system, and applica- 
tion is pending for a further loan of 
$400,000 for remainder of _ installation. 
Young & Stanley, Inc., Muscatine, Iowa, 18 
consulting engineer. 


CEDARTOWN, GA.—National Oil Prod- 
ucts Company, Essex Street, Harrison, N. J. 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
transformers and auxiliary power substation 
equipment, conveyors, loaders and _ other 
equipment in new branch plant at Cedar- 
town for production of refined vegetable an 
animal oils. Plant will consist of a group 
of ten one-story buildings. Cost close to 
$1,000,000. 





